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    1. Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act, Title VII  
 

TITLE VII— MISSISSIPPI GULF 

COAST NATIONAL HERITAGE 

AREA ACT 
* * * * * * * 

VIII—FEDERAL LANDS RECREATION ENHANCEMENT ACT 

* * * * * * * 

Sec. 803. RECREATION FEE AUTHORITY 
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(a) Authority of Secretary. Beginning in fiscal year 2005 and thereafter, the Secretary may 

establish, modify, charge, and collect recreation fees at Federal recreational lands and waters as 

provided for in this section. 

(b) Basis for Recreation Fees. Recreation fees shall be established in a manner consistent with 

the following criteria: 

(1) The amount of the recreation fee shall be commensurate with the benefits and services 

provided to the visitor. 

(2) The Secretary shall consider the aggregate effect of recreation fees on recreation users 

and recreation service providers. 

(3) The Secretary shall consider comparable fees charged elsewhere and by other public 

agencies and by nearby private sector operators. 

(4) The Secretary shall consider the public policy or management objectives served by the 

recreation fee. 

(5) The Secretary shall obtain input from the appropriate Recreation Resource Advisory 

Committee, as provided in section 4(d). 

(6) The Secretary shall consider such other factors or criteria as determined appropriate by 

the Secretary. 118 STAT. 3379 

(c) Special Considerations. The Secretary shall establish the minimum number of recreation 

fees and shall avoid the collection of multiple or layered recreation fees for similar uses, activities, or 

programs. 

(d) Limitations on Recreation Fees. 

(1) Prohibition on fees for certain activities or services. The Secretary shall not charge 

any standard amenity recreation fee or expanded amenity recreation fee for Federal recreational 

lands and waters administered by the Bureau of Land Management, the Forest Service, or the 

Bureau of Reclamation under this Act for any of the following: 

(A) Solely for parking, undesignated parking, or picnicking along roads or trailsides. 

(B) For general access unless specifically authorized under this section. 

(C) For dispersed areas with low or no investment unless specifically authorized under 

this section. 

(D) For persons who are driving through, walking through, boating through, horseback 

riding through, or hiking through Federal recreational lands and waters without using the 

facilities and services. 

(E) For camping at undeveloped sites that do not provide a minimum number of 

facilities and services as described in subsection (g)(2)(A). 

(F) For use of overlooks or scenic pullouts. 

(G) For travel by private, noncommercial vehicle over any national parkway or any 

road or highway established as a part of the Federal-aid System, as defined in section 101 

of title 23, United States Code, which is commonly used by the public as a means of travel 

between two places either or both of which are outside any unit or area at which recreation 

fees are charged under this Act. 

(H) For travel by private, noncommercial vehicle, boat, or aircraft over any road or 

highway, waterway, or airway to any land in which such person has any property right if 

such land is within any unit or area a t which recreation fees are charged under this Act. 
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(I) For any person who has a right of access for hunting or fishing privileges under a 

specific provision of law or treaty. 

(J) For any person who is engaged in the conduct of official Federal, State, Tribal, or 

local government business. 

(K) For special attention or extra services necessary to meet the needs of the disabled. 

(2) Relation to fees for use of highways or roads. An entity that pays a special recreation 

permit fee or similar permit fee shall not be subject to a road cost-sharing fee or a fee for the use 

of highways or roads that are open to private, noncommercial use within the boundaries of any 

Federal recreational lands or waters, as authorized under section 6 of Public Law 88-657 (16 

U.S.C. 537; commonly known as the Forest Roads and Trails Act). 

(3) Prohibition on fees for certain persons or places. The Secretary shall not charge an 

entrance fee or standard amenity recreation fee for the following: 

(A) Any person under 16 years of age. 118 STAT. 3380 

(B) Outings conducted for noncommercial educational purposes by schools or bona 

fide academic institutions. 

(C) The U.S.S. Arizona Memorial, Independence National Historical Park, any unit of 

the National Park System within the District of Columbia, or Arlington House-Robert E. 

Lee National Memorial. 

(D) The Flight 93 National Memorial. 

(E) Entrance on other routes into the Great Smoky Mountains National Park or any 

part thereof unless fees are charged for entrance into that park on main highways and 

thoroughfares. 

(F) Entrance on units of the National Park System containing deed restrictions on 

charging fees. 

(G) An area or unit covered under section 203 of the Alaska National Interest Lands 

Conservation Act (Public Law 96-487; 16 U.S.C. 410hh-2), with the exception of Denali 

National Park and Preserve. 

(H) A unit of the National Wildlife Refuge System created, expanded, or modified by 

the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (Public Law 96-487). 

(I) Any person who visits a unit or area under the jurisdiction of the United States Fish 

and Wildlife Service and who has been issued a valid migratory bird hunting and 

conservation stamp issued under section 2 of the Act of March 16, 1934 (16 U.S.C. 718b; 

commonly known as the Duck Stamp Act). 

(J) Any person engaged in a nonrecreational activity authorized under a valid permit 

issued under any other Act, including a valid grazing permit. 

(4) No restriction on recreation opportunities. Nothing in this Act shall limit the use of 

recreation opportunities only to areas designated for collection of recreation fees. 
 

(5) MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND VETERANS RECREATION    USES.— 

(A) IN  GENERAL.— The Secretary shall not charge  a standard amenity recreation    fee, 

expanded amenity recreation fee, or special recreation permit fee for the following: 

(i) Any member of the Armed Forces or dependent of a member of the Armed 

Forces who provides adequate proof of eligibility as determined by the Secretary. 
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(e) Entrance Fee. 

(1) Authorized sites for entrance fees. The Secretary of the Interior may charge an 

entrance fee for a unit of the National Park System, including a national monument adm inistered 

by the National Park Service, or for a unit of the National Wildlife Refuge System. 

(2) Prohibited sites. The Secretary shall not charge an entrance fee for Federal recreational 

lands and waters managed by the Bureau of Land Management, the Bureau of  Reclamation, or 

the Forest Service. 

(f) Standard Amenity Recreation Fee. Except as limited by subsection (d), the Secretary may 

charge a standard amenity recreation fee for Federal recreational lands and waters under the 

jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management, the Bureau of Reclamation, or the Forest Service, 

but only at the following: 

(1) A National Conservation Area. 

(2) A National Volcanic Monument. 

(3) A destination visitor or interpretive center that provides a broad range of interpretive 

services, programs, and media. 

(4) An area— 

(A) that provides significant opportunities for outdoor recreation; 

(B) that has substantial Federal investments; 

(C) where fees can be efficiently collected; and 

(D) that contains all of the following amenities: 118 STAT. 3381 

(i) Designated developed parking. 

(ii) A permanent toilet facility. 

(iii) A permanent trash receptacle. 

(iv) Interpretive sign, exhibit, or kiosk. 

(v) Picnic tables. 

(vi) Security services. 

(g) Expanded Amenity Recreation Fee. 

(1) NPS and usfws authority. Except as limited by subsection (d), the Secretary of the 

Interior may charge an expanded amenity recreation fee, either in addition to an entrance fee or 

by itself, at Federal recreational lands and waters under the jurisdiction of the National Park 

(ii) Any veteran who provides adequate proof of military service as determined by 

the Secretary. 

(iii) Any member of a Gold Star Family who meets the eligibility requirements of 

section 3.2 of Department of Defense Instruction 1348.36 (or a successor instruction). 

(B) APPLICABILITY.— This paragraph applies to each special recreation permit 

application submitted after the date of the enactment of the Military and Veterans in Parks 

(MVP) Act. 

(C) APPLICABILITY OF EXISTING LAWS.— A special recreation permit applicant otherwise 

exempted from fees under subparagraph (A) is subject to all other laws, regulations, and 

policies regarding the application, issuance and execution of special recreation permits. 
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Service or the United States Fish and Wildlife Service when the Secretary of the Interior 

determines that the visitor uses a specific or specialized facility, equipment, or service. 

(2) Other federal land management agencies. Except as limited by subsection (d), the 

Secretary may charge an expanded amenity recreation fee, either in addition to a standard 

amenity fee or by itself, at Federal recreational lands and waters under the jurisdiction of the 

Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, or the Bureau of Reclamation, but only for the 

following facilities or services: 

(A) Use of developed campgrounds that provide at least a  majority of the following: 

(i) Tent or trailer spaces. 

(ii) Picnic tables. 

(iii) Drinking water. 

(iv) Access roads. 

(v) The collection of the fee by an employee or agent of the Federal land 

management agency. 

(vi) Reasonable visitor protection. 

(vii) Refuse containers. 

(viii) Toilet facilities. 

(ix) Simple devices for containing a  campfire. 

(B) Use of highly developed boat launches with specialized facilities or services such 

as mechanical or hydraulic boat lifts or facilities, multi-lane paved ramps, paved parking, 

restrooms and other improvements such as boarding floats, loading ramps, or fish cleaning 

stations. 

(C) Rental of cabins, boats, stock animals, lookouts, historic structures, group day-use 

or overnight sites, audio tour devices, portable sanitation devices, binoculars or other 

equipment. 

(D) Use of hookups for electricity, cable, or sewer. 

(E) Use of sanitary dump stations. 

(F) Participation in an enhanced interpretive program or special tour. 

(G) Use of reservation services. 

(H) Use of transportation services. 

(I) Use of areas where emergency medical or first-aid services are administered from 

facilities staffed by public employees or employees under a contract or reciprocal 

agreement with the Federal Government. 

(J) Use of developed swimming sites that provide at least a  majority of the following: 

(i) Bathhouse with showers and flush toilets. 

(ii) Refuse containers. 118 STAT. 3382 

(iii) Picnic areas. 

(iv) Paved parking. 

(v) Attendants, including lifeguards. 

(vi) Floats encompassing the swimming area. 
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(vii) Swimming deck. 

(h) Special Recreation Permit Fee. The Secretary may issue a special recreation permit, and 

charge a special recreation permit fee in connection with the issuance of the permit, for specialized 

recreation uses of Federal recreational lands and waters, such as group activities, recreation events, 

motorized recreational vehicle use. 

Sec. 804. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

(a) In General. As required in this section, the Secretary shall provide the public with 

opportunities to participate in the development of or changing of a recreation fee established under 

this Act. 

(b) Advance Notice. The Secretary shall publish a notice in the Federal Register of the 

establishment of a new recreation fee area for each agency 6 months before establishment. The 

Secretary shall publish notice of a new recreation fee or a change to an existing recreation fee 

established under this Act in local newspapers and publications located near the site at which the 

recreation fee would be established or changed. 

(c) Public Involvement. Before establishing any new recreation fee area, the Secretary shall 

provide opportunity for public involvement by— 

(1) establishing guidelines for public involvement; 

(2) establishing guidelines on how agencies will demonstrate on an annual basis how they 

have provided information to the public on the use of recreation fee revenues;  and 

(3) publishing the guidelines in paragraphs (1) and (2) in the Federal Register. 

(d) Recreation Resource Advisory Committee. 

(1) Establishment. 

(A) Authority to establish. Except as provided in subparagraphs (C) and (D), the 

Secretary or the Secretaries shall establish a Recreation Resource Advisory Committee in 

each State or region for Federal recreational lands and waters managed by the Forest 

Service or the Bureau of Land Management to perform the duties described in paragraph 

(2). 

(B) Number of committees. The Secretary may have as many additional Recreation 

Resource Advisory Committees in a State or region as the Secretary considers necessary for 

the effective operation of this Act. 

(C) Exception. The Secretary shall not establish a Recreation Resource Advisory 

Committee in a State if the Secretary determines, in consultation with the Governor of the 

State, that sufficient interest does not exist to ensure that participation on the Committee is 

balanced in terms of the points of view represented and the functions to be performed. 

(D) Use of other entities. In lieu of establishing a Recreation Resource Advisory 

Committee under subparagraph (A), the Secretary may use a Resource Advisory  

Committee established pursuant to another provision of 118 STAT. 3383 law and in 

accordance with that law or a recreation fee advisory board otherwise established by the 

Secretary to perform the duties specified in paragraph (2). 

(2) Duties. In accordance with the procedures required by paragraph (9), a Recreation 

Resource Advisory Committee may make recommendations to the Secretary regarding a 

standard amenity recreation fee or an expanded amenity recreation fee, whenever the 

recommendations relate to public concerns in the State or region covered by the Committee 

regarding— 
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(A) the implementation of a standard amenity recreation fee or an expanded amenity 

recreation fee or the establishment of a specific recreation fee site; 

(B) the elimination of a standard amenity recreation fee or an expanded amenity 

recreation fee; or 

(C) the expansion or limitation of the recreation fee program. 

(3) Meetings. A Recreation Resource Advisory Committee shall meet at least annually, but 

may, at the discretion of the Secretary, meet as often as needed to deal with citizen concerns 

about the recreation fee program in a timely manner. 

(4) Notice of rejection. If the Secretary rejects the recommendation of a Recreation 

Resource Advisory Committee, the Secretary shall issue a notice that identifies the reasons for 

rejecting the recommendation to the Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives 

and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate not later than 30 days before 

the Secretary implements a decision pertaining to that recommendation. 

(5) Composition of the advisory committee. 

(A) Number.  A Recreation Resource Advisory Committee shall be comprised of    11 

12 members. 

(B) Nominations. The Governor and the designated county official from each county 

in the relevant State or Region may submit a list of nominations in the categories described 

under subparagraph (D). 

(C) Appointment. The Secretary may appoint members of the Recreation Resource 

Advisory Committee from the list as provided in subparagraph (B). 

(D) Broad and balanced representation. In appointing the members of a Recreation 

Resource Advisory Committee, the Secretary shall provide for a balanced and broad 

representation from the recreation community that shall include the following: 

(i) Five persons who represent recreation users and that include, as appropriate, 

persons representing the following: 

(I) Winter motorized recreation, such as snowmobiling. 

(II) Winter non-motorized recreation, such as snowshoeing, cross country 

and down hill skiing, and snowboarding. 

(III) Summer motorized recreation, such as motorcycles, boaters, and off- 

highway vehicles. 

(IV) Summer nonmotorized recreation, such as backpacking, horseback 

riding, mountain biking, canoeing, and rafting. 118 STAT. 3384 

(V) Hunting and fishing. 

(ii)  Three persons who represent interest groups that include, as appropriate, 
the following:

(I) Motorized outfitters and guides. 

(II) Non-motorized outfitters and guides. 

(III) Local environmental groups. 

(IV) Veterans organizations as such term is defined in section 9 of the Military and 
Veterans in Parks (MVP) Act. 

(iii) Three persons, as follows: 

(I) State tourism official to represent the State. 

(II) A person who represents affected Indian tribes. 

Four 
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(III) A person who represents affected local government interests. 

(6) Term. 

(A) Length of term. The Secretary shall appoint the members of a Recreation 

Resource Advisory Committee for staggered terms of 2 and 3 years beginning on the date 

that the members are first appointed. The Secretary may reappoint members to subsequent 

2- or 3-year terms. 

(B) Effect of vacancy. The Secretary shall make appointments to fill a  vacancy on a 

Recreation Resource Advisory Committee as soon as practicable after the vacancy has 

occurred. 

(C) Effect of unexpected vacancy. Where an unexpected vacancy occurs, the 

Governor and the designated county officials from each county in the relevant State shall 

provide the Secretary with a list of nominations in the relevant category, as described under 

paragraph (5)(D), not later than two months after notification of the vacancy. To the extent 

possible, a  vacancy shall be filled in the same category and term in which the original 

appointment was made. 

(7) Chairperson. The chairperson of a Recreation Resource Advisory Committee shall be 

selected by the majority vote of the members of the Committee. 

(8) Quorum. Eight members shall constitute a quorum. A quorum must be present to 

constitute an official meeting of a Recreation Resource Advisory Committee. 

(9) Approval procedures. A Recreation Resource Advisory Committee shall establish 

procedures for making recommendations to the Secretary. A recommendation may be submitted 

to the Secretary only if the recommendation is approved by a majority of the members of the 

Committee from each of the categories specified in paragraph (5)(D) and general public support 

for the recommendation is documented. 

(10) Compensation. Members of the Recreation Resource Advisory Committee shall not 

receive any compensation. 

(11) Public participation in the recreation resource advisory committee. 

(A) Notice of meetings. All meetings of a Recreation Resource Advisory Committee 

shall be announced at least one week in advance in a local newspaper of record and the 

Federal Register, and shall be open to the public. 

(B) Records. A Recreation Resource Advisory Committee shall maintain records of 

the meetings of the Recreation Resource Advisory Committee and make the records 

available for public inspection. 

(12) Federal advisory committee act. A Recreation Resource Advisory Committee is 

subject to the provisions of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.). 

(e) Miscellaneous Administrative Provisions Regarding Recreation Fees and Recreation 

Passes. 

(1) Notice of entrance fees, standard amenity recreation fees, and passes. The Secretary 

shall post clear notice of any entrance fee, standard amenity recreation fee, and available 

recreation passes at appropriate locations in each unit or area of a Federal land management 

agency where an entrance fee or a standard amenity recreation fee is charged. The Secretary 

shall include such notice in publications distributed at the unit or area. 

(2) Notice of recreation fee projects. To the extent practicable, the Secretary shall post 

clear notice of locations where work is performed using recreation fee or recreation pass 

revenues collected under this Act. 
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Details: 

• Amendment number 4 

• Amendment target identifier: 

• Amendment target category: 

• Failed to parse query. 

• The portion of law being amended could not be found. 

 
AMENDMENT: 

SEC. 7. RECREATION RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEES. 

Section 804(d)(5) of the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6803(d)(5)), is 

amended— 

(2) in subparagraph (D)(ii)— 

(B) after subclause (III), by inserting the following: 

“(IV) Veterans organizations, as such term is defined in section 9 of the Military and 

Veterans in Parks (MVP) Act.” 

. 
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